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IISc feat, inspiration
for other institutions

t should be a matter of cheer for the students and
Ifaculty of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), for
Bengaluru and for the country as such, that the pre-
mier science study and research institution has been
listed among the top 100 universities of the world in the
latest Times Higher Education rankings. The ranking
is for science and technology universities and IISc is
placed 99th. This is the first time an Indian university
has found a place among the first 100 in the world. The
IIScis at the fifth place in the QS BRICS university rank-
ings. Along with ITT-Delhi, it has also been ranked within
the first 200 of the QS list of the world’s best universities.
The Institute has done well to improve its position in
all respects, as the ranking takes into consideration a
number of factors including teaching, international
outlook, research, citations and industry outcome.
While I1Sc’s achievement is creditable, it should also
be matter of concern that the country’s best institution
is not even among top 50 in the world. We have a large
number of institutions for study and research in
science and technology. We also have the world’s second
largest population to feed these institutions with top
talent. But we are nowhere in the picture when many
Asian countries like China and even the tiny Singapore
have universities which are counted among the top
few in the world. In the past, the
Ty methodology of assessment and
a bias in favour of universities in
the west have been blamed for
the poor position of Indian univer-
sities in world rankings. But these
are lame excuses. IISc Director
Anurag Kumar has said that a new
under-graduate course and the
providing of complete data needed
for the rankings helped the insti-
scientiﬁc, (24) tutegetinto the first 100 positions
5 " in the Times ranking. The IISc
(GGG has also seenan uptrend in collab-
has to Change." orative research with industries
and entered into alliances with
[T global players in many areas of
technology. This also has helped.
The need to improve the standards of higher
education and make our institutions world class centres
of learning cannot be overstated. Standards have to
be improved from the school level onwards, and the
entire system of scientific and technical education
has to change. There should be more funding support,
better faculty and greater independence for the insti-
tutions. There should be no political and government
interference in their affairs. There is also the need
for better linkages with industry and a stronger em-
phasis on research. The IISc’s ranking should
inspire action in these areas. The premier institute
should also strive to further improve its position.
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GIAN may Help IITs Better Ranks

1ITs may havea brighter chance of getting good global rank-
Ings as the Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN)
project gets underway. reports Prachi Verma. »» 10

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY MEMBERS TO TEACH IN INDIA

GIAN to Help Improve Rankings of Indian Institutes

GLOBAL EXPOSURE The GIAN initiative will enable international faculty members to engage with the premier engineering schools and other institutes of higher learning

More, Better ResearchinliTs

Prachl.Verma&timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After decades of fall-
ing to make it to global rankings,
the Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy (II'Ts) may have a brighter
chance of doing so as the Global
Initiative of Academic Networks
(GIAN)project gets underway.

The government recently ap-
proved 165 courses as part of the
initiative, which will enable inter-
national faculty members to en-
gagewith the premier engineering
schools and other institutes of
higherlearning.

“This isan attempt to improve the
academic and research network of
the Institutes in the country and
improvement in ranking would be
one of the byproducts,” a senior
human resource development
(HRD) minlstry official told ET.

IIT Madras and [IT Kharagpur
have the highest number of ap-
proved courses under GIAN at 31
and 28, respectively. In all, 60 insti-
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prove the quantity and quality of research. Perhaps it'stime to
implement the Kakodkar Committee’s road mapto achieve thisend.

tensive exposure to good faculty,
better research, better network-
ing.” said TV Mohandas Pai, chair-
man of Manipal Global Fducation
anda formermember of the Infosy:
board. He added that GIAN would
also make an impact in the global
rankingof the ITTs eventually,

The GIAN initiative is “aimed at
tappingthetalent pool of scientists

tutes will conduct different cours-
es invarious parts of the country
“GIAN willdefinitely lead toanex-

and entrep . international-
Iy to encourage their engagement
with the institutesof highereduca-
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tion in India so as to augment the
country's existing academic re-
sources, accelerate the pace of
quality reform, and elevate Indla’s
sclentificand |9rhnnk\gtmlrapac
Ity toglobal excellen
to the [TM Indore website.
The objective is 10 Increase the ex-
change of student. faculty research
and course content between Indian
andoverseas universities. The min-
istry is also trying to build high-
quality course materials in niche

P-1

areas based on the GTAN exchanges
tobe used by other students and fac.
ulty across the country.

Indian nstitutes have lagged be-
hind overseas schools with respect
tothe numbers of international fac-
ulty and students, among the six
criteria that determine overall
rankings. IIT Delhi. which has
fared better than other ITTs, was at
36 inthe QS World University rank-
ings. faring poorly on the aforemen-
tioned standard. Faculty visits will
help improve academic standards
and thus the rank ings, said Devang
Khakhar. director. ITT Bombay.

“The visiting professors will cer
tainly get a chance to get 10 know
the institutes better,” Khakhar
sald. “The research capabilities of
the IITs have improved significant-
1y aver the past few years and this
willget better known through such
visits, adding to the reputation of
theinstitutes.”

Many of theapproved courseswill
begin this yearend or early next
year. IIT Gandhinagar will launch
the first one — 3D Digitisation for
Cultural Heritage - in collabora-
tion with faculty from ltaly Other

courses will be started in December

at 11T Madras, IIT Kharagpur, 11T
Patna, Jamia Millia Islamia, Cen-
tral University of Gujarat, 1T Bom-
bay, Jawaharlal Nehru University
and National Institute of Technolo-
gy Warangal. Teachers will get
$8,000-12,000 per course depending
on duration, which can range from
oneto two weeks.

“GIAN Is a stepping stone for im-
proving rankings,” GIAN group co-
ordinator AN Samanta told ET.
“The government is trying to give
the institutes an  opportunity
through GIAN toengagewith thein-
ternational faculty. At theend of the
day. it all depends on the institutes
how well they use this opportunity,”
said the [ITKharagpur professor.

For the courses at IIT Kharagpur,
teachers will come from the Zuck-
erberginstitute for Water Research
andTel Aviv University (hoth based
in Israel), University Pierre et Ma-
rie Curie (France), Ecole Polytech-
nique Fédérale de Lausanne (Swit-
zeriand), York University
(Canada), University of California
Riverside (US), Leeds University
(UK)and TU Berlin(Germany).
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Tapping Global Talent Pool

60 INSTITUTES
WILL CONDUCT DIFFERENT
COURSES ACROSS VARIOUS
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY

1IT Madras &
IIT Kharagpur
have the

165

courses

Approved

courses - 28

by the HRD

Ministry d 31, 8333333233
Indian Course on 30 for
that have not Cultural Heritage will be the
performed well | debut GIAN course this month
in from i in col-
ings stand to laboration with professors
gainfromGIAN | from italy
In the first phase, the HRD ministry
has sanctioned 35 crore for

the GIAN initiative
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ICRISAT, IIT Bombay launches free online
agriculture course

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education /news/ICRISAT-IIT-Bombay-launches-free-online-

agriculture-course/articleshow/49846798.cms

HYDERABAD: The National Virtual Academy for Indian Agriculture will launch an online course on diseases
of horticultural crops and their management in collaboration with the International Crops Research Institute
for Semi Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Hyderabad, and the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay.

The two month free online course, which begins on November 30 and concludes on January 29, 2016, is an
initiative by a team of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in agriculture and educators from
the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and its partners together
with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay.

"Complementing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's dream of a Digital India where - Quality Education
reaches the most inaccessible corners driven by Digital Learning, we are excited to see the launch of MOOCs
(Part-II) in India, which offers high quality learning opportunities for students across the country," said Dr
David Bergvinson, Director General, ICRISAT.

"The course materials have been methodically planned and prepared by highly experienced team of educators
and professors in the agricultural field, who have devoted their time and effort to educate the Indian masses
on sustainable agriculture practices," said Dr Sumanthkumar, Scientist - ICT for Development, ICRISAT.

The Part-II course will cover distribution, symptoms, causes, disease cycles and management of diseases of
important horticultural crops and their economic importance. The course can be used as a supplementary
study material at the universities in the current semester where "Diseases of Horticultural Crops and their
Management " course is being offered, said an official statement from ICRISAT.

Earlier, the NVAIA had completed its first Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs) in agriculture. The Part- I
of the free online course (Diseases of Horticultural Crops and their Management), which was announced on
February 2 in Chennai by Professor MS Swaminathan, Father of India's Green Revolution and Emeritus
Chair of the MS Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) concluded on April 27. The course witnessed
over 900 enrolments from learner participants from across the country ranging from participants holding
degree from junior high school to doctorate level.
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